20	HYMNS OF THE ALVARS
temple-worship, as is still the case in Saiva temples with
Saiva hymns; but the custom of reciting them together
with the commentary gradually grew, possibly to emphasise
the similarity between the ' Tamil Veda' and the Sanskrit,
This recitation is part of what may be called the ' Tamil
liturgy,' as distinguished from the regular liturgy which is in
Sanskrit. The singing of some parts of the Prabandhatn
appears to be a comparatively modern revival, and to have
no necessary relation to the liturgy. In any case it has no
connection with the recitation; where there is a singer, he
performs his part alone. The reciters are called * Araiyar';
they stand on opposite sides of the mandapam or hall, in
front of the temple, and render the hymns antiphonally.
They have allowances and perquisites from the temple,
and they must be Brahmins, There is also a liturgy for
domestic worship, in which, for Brahmans, Vedic mantras
and verses from the Prabandham are both used; for non-
Brahmans, the Vedic mantras are of course omitted, though
other Sanskrit passages from the Pur anas, etc., may be put
in their place. There is no caste restriction as to the
domestic use of the Prabandham; it is open to all who
accept the teaching of Ramanuja.
Many hymns of the Prabandham require but little ex-
planation, in order to be intelligible. Instances will be found
among those translated here of a simple appeal to God for
deliverance from the recurring ill of life—life itself is the
ill, not sin, or sorrow, or misfortune; but existence, from
which God himself alone may be able to save the soul that
trusts in him. Others are filled with a passionate devotion
to God, singularly free from self-regard, and expressing
itself with a great wealth of illustration. Others again
consist of loving and detailed descriptions of God as made
known to men, especially in the form of Krishna, whose
exploits both as child and man form the subject-matter of
many hymns exalting the grace of God. (Only one of the
many dealing in great detail with Krishna's infancy has been
chosen for this selection, by Periyalvar.1) Others deal
similarly with the other avataras "of Vishnu, and with
1 See below, p. 37.

